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The first military company from Corinth to answer
the call by the State of Mississippi for troops, and one
of the first units to be ordered into Confederate ser-
vice was the “Corinth Rifles”.! This company, con-
sisting of eighty-five officers and men, was organized
by William H. Kilpatrick, a 41 year-old lawyer from
Corinth.? Kilpatrick, who later became a circuit judge
and mayor of Corinth,® recruited from a wide cross-
section and diversity of vocations within the western
part of Old Tishomingo (now Alcorn) County. In the
company’s ranks were lawyers, farmers, storekeepers,
clerks, a plow maker, carpenter, tinner, mail agent,
brick mason, school teacher, real estate agent, physi-
cian, hotel proprietor, minister, and circuit court clerk. 4

On Wednesday, 9 January 1861, the State of
Mississippi seceded from the Union in anticipation of
an open conflict with the North, being the second of
eleven southern states to do so. The “Corinth Rifles”
was obviously formed within days of that historic
event. This organization is mentioned in the Corinth
Herald as early as 12 January. It was at this time that
the company was called upon to serve as an honor
guard for the festivities surrounding the linking at
Corinth of the Mobile and Ohio with the Memphis
and Charleston railroads. This event marked for the
first time the joining of Mobile and Memphis by a
direct rail line and was to add to Corinth’s strategical
importance for both MNorth and South during the en-
suing conflict.®

The company continued to grow in strength as
new recruits were added almost daily. One of the
highlights of pre-war Corinth society was gathering on
the large lawn of the Corona Female College to watch
the Corinth Rifles” perform their drills and ceremo-
nies.® From Mrs. F. A. Inge’s comments in Memories
of 1861-62, the unit apparently adapted and had uni-
forms made for themselves of cadet grey material for
just such occasions.

In mid-January, the men of the company con-
ducted an election of officers.” To no one’s surprise,
its organizer, William Hobson Kilpatrick, was elected
its first captain; with James T. Vaughan, a brick mason,
selected as first lieutenant; Francis E. Whitfield, a 21

year old lawyer, second lieutenant; James K. Dobbins,
26 year old merchant, third lieutenant; and Daniel Q.
Allen, 22 year old lawyer, designated as its first ser-
geant.®

Events now began to move rapidly. On 28 Janu-
ary, Richard Griffith, a representative of the Military
Bureau of Mississippi, came to Corinth and enrolled
the Corinth Rifles into state service as an infantry com-
pany for a period of twelve (12) months.? Optimism
was contagious in these early days of pending conflict
and it was commonly felt that the war would last at
most only a very few months. The Southern authori-
ties believed with certainty the North would have little
interest in a long drawn out war and planned their
strategies accordingly.

On 20 February, just two days after Jefferson
Davis’ inauguration, the Corinth Rifles was mustered
into the army of the newly formed Confederate States
of America as Co. C, 2nd Regt., 4th Brig. Mississippi
Volunteers. 10

On Sunday afternoon, 10 March 1861, the ladies
of Corinth presented the unit with a unique and beau-
tiful handmade, 4’ x 5° silk flag of the First National
design, which had been adopted just days before 4
March by the Confederate Congress as the first offi-
cial flag.11 The flag featured, on its reverse field, a
finely painted magnolia tree in full bloom (symbolic of
the State of Mississippi), with the motto “THIS WE
WILL DEFEND”, within a red painted ribbon run-
ning along the bottom edge of the blue field. The words,
“CORINTH RIFLES”, the unit’s chosen designation,
was positioned above the magnolia tree. The obverse
blue field was filled with seven painted gold stars en-
circling the statement, “PRESENTED BY THE LA-
DIES OF CORINTH”. The seven stars were signifi-
cant of the seven original Cotton States which had
rallied to the Confederate cause up to that point: South
Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Loui-
siana and Texas. A very impressive ceremony was held
at Corona Female College, the social hub of the com-
munity, in which Miss Lydia Mitchell, a local student,
made the formal flag presentation on behalf of the la-
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dies of Corinth to Capain Kilpatrick and Private
George W. Small, the unit’s color bearer. Captain Kil-
patrick accepted the flag for the unit with a very ap-
propriate and stirring oration.12

The next week the unit received orders to report
to Mobile, Alabama, for active duty. After a rousing
send-off by the citizenry of Corinth, the company
boarded a train attired in their new grey uniforms
carrying their beautiful new silk banner which waved
vigorously in the stiff March breeze.13

Upon arrival at Mobile, the company was re-
directed to the army's new organizational and instruc-
tional camp at Pensacola, Florida. There they were
put into camp near Ft. Barrancas, opposite Ft. Pickens,
the Union-held fortification on Santa Rosa Island. It
is in this general locality that they were to spend the
next nine (9) months puarding the Southern Coast
line of the newly formed Confederacy and training for
war. 114

Because of the primitive living conditions in this
hastily constructed camp, many members of the “Co-
rinth Rifles” became desperately ill, necessitating the
hospitalization of some, and retirement from f[urther
military service for others. Some others, less fortunate,
died without having had the opportunity to fire a hos-
tile shot.19

By 15 March 1861, according to a minute book
maintained by Captain Robert McGowan of Co. F
{a sister unit), twenty independent companies from
Mississippi, including the Corinth Rifles, had arrived
at Pensacola. A typical day in camp according to
Captain McGowan's notes consisted of the following
schedule: Reveille at 5:30 -a.m., breakfast at 6:30,
sick call at 7:00, guard mounting at 7:30, drill at 8:30,
recall at 10:00, dinner at 12:00 (noon), drill again
at 3:30 p.m., recall at 5:00, retreat at 6:00, and tat-
too at 9:00.1%8

The month of April was spent in forming these
twenty independent infantry units into two regiments
and these regiments into the beginning of the Army
of Pensacola under command of Brigadier General
Braxton Bragg. The Corinth Rifles were consolidated
into the newly designated 9th Mississippi Infantry Regi-
ment along with three companies from DeSoto County,
three companies from Marshall County, two from Pa-
nola County, and one from Lafayette County, and was
afforded the appropriate distinction of being assigned
as Company “A".17

After all this preliminary activity, an election was
conducted on 11 April by the member companies to
select regimental officers, The Honorable James R.

Chalmers of Desoto County was elected colonel; after
a somewhat heated and lengthy balloting for licutenant
colonel, James L. Autry of Marshall County was elect-
ed; Albert R, Bowdre of Panola County was elected
major; and Francis Eupene Whitfield of the Corinth
Rifles, regimental adjutant. At the conclusion of the
organizational processes, the newly formed 9th Miss,
Regt. was formally inducted into the Confederate Army
on 17 April 1861, and as such held the distinction of
being the first Mississippi regiment to be so accept-
ed.18 It should be noted that all of these events took
place before the firing on Ft. Sumpter or the secession
of the States of Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina and
Tennessee.

For the next nine months the regiment involved
itself in drilling and performing guard duty, with the
exception of a small but heated skirmish with the
Union garrison on Santa Rosa Island. Despite this
lackluster beginning, General Bragg saw great poten-
tial in the leadership and ability of the 9th Repiment
and hand-picked it to be assigned to his “new com-
mand being formed for transfer to the interior (North
Mississippi)”, along with the Louisiana Regulars
Regiment and the 5th Georgia.1?

By 17 December 1861, upon expiration of their
initial twelve month enlistment, Colonel Chalmers op-
ted to form a new regiment, it, too, being designated the
(New) 9th Mississippi Regiment. This new regiment,
however, was to be enlisted for the remainder of the
war.2% The Confederacy now realized after the open-
ing battles in Virginia and Kentucky that the North
was indeed determined to fight for whatever period
was necessary to gain victory. With their superiority
in both manpower and materials, this was the most
logical type of warfare for the North to wage. Approxi-
mately 55% of the men from the various companies
of the old 9th Regiment transferred into Chalmer's new
regiment.2! The rest returned home to form or join
new units and attempt to salvage businesses and farms
which had lain unattended for the past twelve months

By 19 December, the Corinth Rifles, Company A
(0ld) 9th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, ceased to
exist. Many of its personnel transferred into the newly
formed 9th Regiment — in particularly (new) Com-
pany G, commanded by Captain Frances Eugene Whit-
field (formerly captain of the Corinth Rifles from
Kilpatrick’s resignation on 8 September to 17 Decem-
ber 1861) and (New) Company F, commanded by
Captain John Y. Keith (formerly a sergeant and the
2nd lieutenant of the Corinth Rifles from 30 August
thru 17 December 1861). Some others, finding the
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Fig. 2 and 3. Last known photographs of the “Corinth Rifles” flag taken by Col. J. L. Borroum in March 1961, They reveal
the details of the hand-painted design on the obverse and reverse sides of the blue field,
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infantry a bit too tame, journeyed home and joined
cavalry units, the most popular one being Company H,
10th Mississippi Cavalry under the command of an-
other Corinthian and a former West Point cadet, Wil-

liam M. Inge.22

Pvt. George W. Small, the former color-bearer of
the Corinth Rifles, was no exception in looking for a
greater challenge. He returned home and joined an
independent cavalry troop under Lt. General N. B.
Forrest with whom he served throughout the remainder
of the war, participating in the battle at Selma, Ala-
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